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The first ASFB Annual Review was published and circulated in
March 09 with the assistance, in the form of sponsorship,
from Strutt & Parker. This seems to have been well received
and further copies can be obtained from the office. Next year’s
Review will be bigger, with further focus on getting some of the
statistical information from rivers published early in the year.
The ASFB will also be looking at extending its circulation list to
a much wider audience and also upgrading the newsletter with
the possibility of an accompanying e-bulletin. The new website
for both RAFTS and ASFB is now up and is gradually being
populated with information. Resources and time have been
allocated to make this a more ‘living’ website with all the

ASFB/RAFTS business available to the public. Site:
www.asfb.org.uk and www.rafts.org.uk.

The Scottish Beaver Trial (Knapdale) continues to be
controversial and the Tweed Foundation/Commissioners have
responded to Scottish Wildlife Trust’s claims that beavers will
not create significant problems for fisheries with their own list
of FAQ’s (http://www.tweedfoundation.org.uk—go to
“Management” and then “Beaver” headings). The ASFB has
been in discussion with the Scottish Government about these
concerns and it has been agreed to establish a Beaver /
Salmon Working Group with the following objectives:

e To clarify the status of the current trial and what will
happen to the beavers and their offspring at the end of the
trial. Also to seek clarification on the status of other
beavers that may be at large in Scotland

» To conduct a risk assessment, using existing literature, of
the impact of beavers to Scotland which will look at how
populations might become established and where their
potential impact on access to fish habitat might be. It is
likely that we will need to assess a variety of river types
and variable impacts in different seasonal river flows over
a considerable period of time (up to 50 yrs)

e To assess what problems and issues have emerged with
introductions in other countries and to look at legal and
social attitudes to control.

e Ifjustified by the findings of the above to consider a
rigorously controlled trial on a salmon system, exhaustively
testing impacts and problems that may arise

This approach, based on the justifiable assumption that
conflicts will emerge between fisheries and beavers, is a
logical, evidence-based approach to the issue which will
hopefully allow rational decisions to be made about the beaver
introduction issue. We are grateful for the offer of assistance
in this process by Professor Roger Wheater who is a former
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vice chairman of SNH (who was involved in the first beaver
trial assessment) but who is also a Tweed Foundation
trustee and keen angler. SNH are also in the process of
setting up a Species Introduction Forum which
ASFB/RAFTS has been invited to join. This may help avoid
some of the problems experienced in the beaver debate
with any other re-introduction proposals.

Dr Ronald Campbell in front of a beaver dam in Perthshire

The Mixed Stock Fisheries Working (MSF) Group set up by
the Strategic Framework process is now half way through
its deliberations and is due to report in November 2009.
The Association’s position on MSFs is a clear one of
opposition to their continued use on grounds that they are
taking fish from rivers in which they have no investment in
the management of, and that what contributions netting
assessments do make to salmon management is
disproportionate to the sometimes significant catch. We
hope the working group will find in favour of a
decommissioning of these fisheries over time given their
incompatibility with modern salmon management
principles.

Wind Farm Developments continue to come before fishery
boards, often in sensitive parts of catchments. The ASFB
with RAFTS has recently developed an advice note on how
Boards should manage planning applications and
developments. The advice is that, for any large scale
developments when they occur in sensitive upland
habitats near water-courses, there should be a general
presumption that they will cause problems until the
developer can prove otherwise. It is essential that
effective pre/during and post construction monitoring is
conducted at the expense of the developer to enable the
Board/Trusts to determine impacts and that effective
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problem mitigation and cost recovery is in place. At this
stage only should the Board consider withdrawing its
objection. Further consideration is required for multiple
developments in single catchments which may create a
cumulative scale of risk unacceptable to DSFBs. The
advisory note will shortly be on the ASFB website.

NASCO meets in Molde, Norway from 2-5 June this year but
in early March discussions were held with the International
Salmon Farmers Association (ISFA). The final report of the
meeting will be available on the NASCO website
http://www.nasco.int after the June meeting. Progress was
made in two areas with significant agreement on goals for
lice and escapes control.

. Sea-lice —100% of farms to have effective sea lice
management such that there is no increase in sea
lice loads or lice-induced mortality of wild salmonids
attributable to the farms.

. Containment - 100% of farmed fish to be retained in
all production facilities

These goals, whilst difficult to achieve, represent a
significant step towards the acknowledgement that these
issues are critical for the conservation and management of
wild stocks in intensively fish farmed areas. The question of
how to deal with these problems remains.

Assn of Salmon Fishery Boards

Bailiffs seminar & examination 2009 — Over 50 bailiffs
attended the annual seminar held in February, hosted by
the River Dee at Inchmarlo, Banchory. The River Dee
arranged a diverse
range of speakers and
some interesting site
visits. 37 candidates sat
the bailiff examination.
Bill Rosier, from
Lochaber, achieved the
~highest mark in the
2008 bailiff's
/ examination and we
were delighted to award
the Roger Barnes Memorial Trophy to Bill for this
achievement. The trophy is awarded each year to the bailiff
achieving the highest mark in the examination. Roger
Barnes was a highly respected bailiff, fishery manager and
leading member of IFM's Scottish Branch who died in 2001.
It is a great honour for the bailiffs, ASFB and IFM to
remember Roger in this way. The River Nith are presently
considering hosting the 2010 event, to be confirmed later
this year.

SEPA’s Restoration Fund — SEPA have now formally
approved funding support for an ASFB/RAFTS project to
tackle obstacles to fish passage in Scotland. £46K has been
awarded to part-fund engineering reports at 20 sites. These
will formally document the fish passage problems at each
site and provide a professional costed solution
recommending remedial works which it is proposed will be
addressed in a second phase of each project. It is the aim to
have the 1st phase, involving site visits and finalised reports,
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completed by the end of 2009.

Gyrodactylus salaris — ASFB, with assistance from Scottish
Government, completed its signage and disinfection project
at the turn of the year, and over 1300 sachets of Virkon have
now been sent to all boards who requested these.
Additionally, around 1200 weatherproof signs, designed by
ASFB, have been sent to those rivers who need them. Further
copies of angler declaration forms, official posters and
leaflets are all available. Some ASFB resources are available
to help with deployment of signage, disinfectant or anything
else which helps to get the message out to all concerned.
Please contact the ASFB for more information or look on the
website.

New ASFB/RAFTS website — Please look at the re-launched
and re-designed ASFB/RAFTS website at www.asfb.org.uk
and rafts.org.uk. This contains more information than the
earlier site and will be developed further. Comments
welcome.

Guide to Best Practice — this was introduced formally to
ASFB and RAFTS members at the beginning of 2008 and is
being developed as a code for good governance for the
fishery boards and trusts. Work is underway to create an
online version of this during 2009 and this will be integrated
into the new ASFB and RAFTS websites. An annual response
from members will be expected and an analysis given each
year. Built into this will be the annual survey of Boards and
Trusts.

The 2009 Spring Run started with some encouraging signs
with some good fishing in January and early February. There
was evidence of encouraging numbers of 3SW fish. However,
March and April have been disappointing with positive
reports hard to come by (Spey/Helmsdale and some SW
Rivers have had moderate runs). There seems to be an
absence of 2SW fish and with, April reports now largely in, if
May does not get markedly better, 2009 will go down as
having been a notably poor spring run even by recent
standards. In view of the depressed runs of spring salmon in
2009, the ASFB has issued a press release asking all
members and netsmen to seriously consider reducing
exploitation on the remainder of this year’s spring run
through increasing catch and release rates and deferring the
start of netting activity until the end of June. Consideration
might also be given to protecting these fish again in the
autumn when they often reappear in catches.

Sea trout Conservation — The ASFB is concerned more
generally about trends being observed for sea trout catches
and stocks. The organisation is, as a matter of priority,
assessing amongst its members, current conservation
policies for sea trout. Information to date demonstrates that
this is being taken seriously by fishery boards and anglers.
ASFB will be reviewing the response from boards and
formulating a national policy with formal recommendations
for all boards. It is hoped to maximise publicity on this as
soon as possible.

FishLegal Scotland (formerly ACA) - Operations in Scotland
continue to expand. Both Guy Linley-Adams and Bob
Younger are qualified in Scottish law having successfully
completed their Law Society for Scotland’s exams at the end
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of last year. As well as an increasing number of clubs and
proprietors across Scotland, FL are delighted to report that
the following Salmon Fishery Boards are now members:
Forth Spey, Don, Ness, Beauly, Argyll, Lochaber, Tay,
Ythan, Deveron and the Association itself. More are
expected shortly. FL have settled one case this year,
involving the pollution of the Rotten Calder with sewage
effluent which followed on from the Allers Sewage
Treatment Works in April 2007, following on from a similar
incident in 2006, hereby securing £4,000 for the East
Kilbride Angling Club. They have also received a favourable
decision from the Scottish Information Commissioner
which will require SEPA to disclose on request all SEPA
staff witness statements and notebooks following their
investigations. Work continues on the Devon (escape of
smolts), Awe and Lochy (escape of rainbow trout), Logan
Water (silt pollution), Shin (impact of hydro), Shin (licensing
of smolt farm expansion), Bladnoch (acidification), Irvine
(slurry) and, of course, the issue of sea lice. FL have also
advised members on the legal issues surrounding the re-
introduction of beavers, compensation flows and freshets
from large hydro-schemes, the implications of the
Reservoirs Act, the tenure of fishing rights, duties under
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the
Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004
and many others. They have dealt with, or are dealing with,
over 60 matters requiring legal advice, all received since
the start of 2008. Contact: guy.linleyadams@fishlegal.net
or bobyounger@fishlegal.net

Rivers & Fisheries Trusts of Scotland

Fisheries Management Planning — RAFTS members are
completing their fishery management plans for each trust
area. The plans are also now being implemented with a
range of projects approved and active in 2008/09 and for
2009/10. Significant value has been added to the
important grant of £400k per year for 3 years from the
Scottish Government. Currently the value of work
undertaken in 2008/09 is calculated to be around £1.3M
through additional funds and in kind contributions secured
by trusts. Negotiations will soon get underway with Scottish
Government on the next round of funding to support the
output of these plans. Final plans are available at
www.rafts.org.uk/projects/
fisheriesmanagementplanning.asp

Genetics Project — An important part of the fisheries
management planning programme is a coordinated body of
work to better understand the genetics of our salmon
populations on a river by river basis. To ensure this work is
undertaken, all RAFTS members have genetic sampling
programmes in their fisheries plans and RAFTS and
Fisheries Services Freshwater Laboratory have signed a
Memorandum of Agreement to work together to ensure
analysis of these samples takes place. The most important
part of this agreement is the appointment of 2 post
doctoral staff dedicated to completing this work. These
staff will be employed by RAFTS and based in FRS
Pitlochry. Recruitment has been successfully completed
and Lucy Webster and Mark Coulson will take up positions
in the summer and autumn.
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Biosecurity Planning Project — The Biosecurity Planning pro-
ject is now fully underway with full drafts of the pilot plans
nearing completion and ten Trusts signed up for producing
their plans this financial year. There is also a website under
construction: www.invasivespecies scotland.org.uk which
will go live in May this year; a training course in Aquatic
Plant Identification for 22 participants from 13 Trusts;

and two training courses for crayfish identification, ecology
and control planned for June and August. There are also a
number of awareness activities planned with some Trusts to
mark International Biodiversity Day on May 22nd that this
year has a focus on non native invasive species.

New RAFTS Members — New trusts have formed in the Find-
horn, Nairn and Lossie catchments and in Skye, and Trusts
are being created in the Annan and Nith catchments in
South West Scotland. Discussions continue over the forma-
tion of a Trust in Orkney and the Northern area between
Caithness and the West Sutherland Trust. RAFTS now has
22 full members.

The RAFTS 2009 Conference held at Battleby proved to
have been the most successful yet with a Ministerial launch
and opening address by Richard Lochhead.150 delegates
attended and the event was sponsored by Edinburgh law
firm Gillespie Macandrew. The presentations covered a wide
range of topics focussing on practical work using the
information gathered by the Trusts over recent years and
which is now helping implement the fisheries management
plans in place across Scotland. These presentations will be
made available on the RAFTS website. Provisional dates for
next year's AGM and Conference are the 9/10 March 2010,
again at Battleby.

Reports etc.

Gravel Working — outputs from the Conservation of Atlantic
Salmon in Scotland (CASS) project have been published:
Both available from: http://www.snh.org.uk/ pubs/

e Gravel Working in the River Tay System - A Code of Good
Practice (20 page booklet)

» Gravel Working in Scottish Salmon Rivers (leaflet).

New Water Framework Directive website — This new site
details how ScotGov are implementing the Water Frame-
work Directive in Scotland. See: http://www.scotland.gov.
uk/Topics/Environment/Water/WFD

OSCR “Keep Up To Speed” - OSCR the Scottish Charities
Regulators are producing a regular e-bulletin on charities
law, policy and news. Details from:
http://www.oscr.org.uk/RegistrationForm.aspx

Irish Sea Lice Complaint To EU - Salmon Watch Ireland has,
on behalf of the Delphi, Newport and Ballynahinch
Fisheries, registered a complaint to the Commission of the
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European Communities on the Government of Ireland’s
failure to comply with Community Law as regards the
Habitats Directive and the Environmental Impact Assessment
Directive for the species, Atlantic Salmon. This relates to
impacts of fish farms on Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) for salmon. The legal complaint reference number is
2006/4652, SG (2006) A/6058

An ART SCIMAP Training Course will be held at Durham
University from 11am Wednesday 27t May, ending by 4pm
Thursday 28t). This is a free course aimed at training Trusts
in the use of SCIMAP risk modelling software. Replies to
Archie Ruggles Brice by 20 May. Email archie@association
ofriverstrusts.org.uk. To find out more about SCIMAP visit
www.scimap.org.uk

Highland Council Development Plan — this document is now
out for consultation and will inform decision making on key
issues (wind farms/fish farms etc) for the next planning cycle.
The document can be viewed online at:
www.highland.gov.uk/developmentplans

WWF Aquaculture Dialogue Meeting Reports — WWF have
produced 2 detailed reports on fish farming resulting from the
ongoing Salmon Aquaculture Dialogue process. “Incidence &
Impacts of Escaped Farmed Atlantic salmon in Nature” &
Working Group Report On Salmon Disease”. Both are
excellent distillations of the literature to date on this subject.
http://www.worldwildlife.org/what/globalmarkets/aquacultur
e/dialogues-salmon.html

River Doon Petition — An online petition has been launched to
challenge a proposal to abstract significant amounts of water
from the River Doon in Ayrshire and divert it to increase river
flows in the Kirkudbrightshire Dee. For further information
contact: http://www.gopetition.co.uk/online/27362.html

GS — Gyrodactylus salaris has made it to YouTube with the
Scottish Government video now available at: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Xbbgt9ECE8

DSFB / Trust Reports Contact

Annan Fishery Board 2008 nick@annanfisheryboard.co.uk
Spey Fishery Board 2008 director@speyfisheryboard.com
Findhorn DSFB 2008 office@altyre.com
People

David Kelly started work early in the year as the new head
biologist of the Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust and Diane
Mackay started work recently as the Outer Hebrides Regional
Development Officer for the Tri-Partite Working Group.
Contact: david@ohft.org.uk / diane@ohft.org.uk

Brian Shaw (ART) and Dr David Summers are to represent
RAFTS and ASFB on SEPA’s new Freshwater Fisheries
Advisory Group which has replaced the old Scottish
Government Fisheries Committee.
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Brian and David will brief members on progress and issues.
Early reports of the possible removal of the Fish Passes and
Screens Legislation appear to be unfounded although it does
appear that the Fisheries Committee will be dissolved when a
legislative slot at Westminster (it is a reserved matter)
becomes available. Details on the future of the committee can
be found at:

Keith Waters, the long standing clerk to the Fishmongers’
Company, which has been so supportive of fisheries
management projects in Scotland, retires at the end of May.
We wish Keith all the very best in his retirement and thank
him for his major contribution to our work in Scotland over the
last decade. His replacement, Nigel Cox started on May 1'st.

Dr Derek Mills has produced another excellent book “Saving
Scotland’s Salmon”, a flier about which, is enclosed in this
newsletter. There is a discount to all who receive this
newsletter of 10% on the retail price. Please fill in and send
direct to the publishers—Medlar Press.

The Thin Green Line — This book by Alan Stewart on wildlife
crime is available from Argyll Publishing—£9.99. Alan Stewart
is one of the foremost wildlife crime detectives in the UK and
has worked with the ASFB on anti-poaching issues.
http://www.argyllpublishing.com/

Peter Maitland has been awarded the prestigious Beverton
Medal by the Fisheries Society of the British Isles. His new
book “Scotland's Freshwater Fish: Ecology, Conservation and
Folklore” has just been published and can be bought for
£15.00 + p&p at Trafford.com/06-2823

Conferences — 200972010

RAFTS 4’th Annual Conference, March 17°th 2010 — The
2010 RAFTS Conference will provisionally be held again at the
Battleby Conference Centre (nr Perth). The theme will be
announced later on in the year

Wester Ross Fisheries Trust Marine Seminar - “Sea trout and
the Seas around Wester Ross”. Date: Friday 29th May 2009,
Poolewe Village Hall, by Loch Ewe, Wester Ross. Details from:
http://www.wrft.org.uk/

Meeting Dates 2009/10

ORGANISATION MEETING DATES
ASFB Executive/Council 16 June 2009
RAFTS General Committee 15 September 2009
ASFB Executive Committee 22 September 2009
RAFTS Executive Committee 20 October 2009
ASFB AGM & Council 10 November 2009
RAFTS AGM 9 March 2010
RAFTS Conference (Battleby) 10 March 2010
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